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I shall not attempt to deal with any of the so-called " non-material " existences with the exception of mind; for if mind can be identified with matter, all other kinds of non-material entities must lapse, even those described by religious systems.
It has often been observed that the progress of knowledge has involved strong tendencies towards monism and away from all kinds of dualism. The early philosophers were fond of establishing fundamental antitheses, such as between wet and dry, hot and cold, light and dark, male and female, etc.1 Organic and inorganic, animal and plant, were likewise regarded as being in radical opposition. These bi-polar theories have all given way to monistic conceptions in modern science. The same evolution has occurred in our ideas both of energy and of matter. Heat, light, sound, motion, etc., were formerly regarded as being so many independent manifestations; now they are known to be fundamentally the same, and any one kind of energy can, at all events in theory, be transformed into any other kind of energy. So with reference to matter. The chemical elements, formerly regarded as wholly distinct from one another, are now looked upon as being all developed from one common type. It is therefore altogether in accordance with what we should expect from the evolution of knowledge, that the rigid distinction previously drawn between mind and matter should be found untenable, and that these two, apparently opposed, manifestations should be seen to have a common basis. With recognition of this truth, complete continuity and uniformity will be established between all classes of phenomena, and philosophical discussion can only turn on what particular kind of monism we are to accept. The treatment of this subject is postponed to the following chapter.
At present we have shown how the law of causation and how the conception of purpose are essentially materialistic phenomena. The prevailing confusion as regards causation
1 History ofBlokgy, by L. C. Miall, p. 66.